wcust Strees
ew York 12203

) 459-3090
18) 459-5683
i} Address:
erg@aok.com

FOUNDER
Ben 8. Hershberg, P.E., LS.
(1901-2002)

Memorandum PARTNERS

Danigl R Hershberg, PE., LS.
Abraham F. Sofer, R.A.
Francis G, McCloskey, LS.

Date: December 19, 2008

ifa: Members of the Common Council
Richard Nicholson, Senior Planner
Patrick Jordan, Esq., Assistant Corporation Council

Re: Findings Statement and Rezoning
Residence Inn
Washington Avenue Extension

From: Daniel R. Hershberg, P.E. & s
Hershberg & Hershberg
Consulting Engineers

any measures it considered to be acceptable, but Suggested that g
meeting with me might be appropriate
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On December 9, 2008, we met with NYSDEC to consider this species

of special concern and the sufficiency of the conservation measures

proposed. On December 15, 2008, NYSDEC sent a letter

summarizing our meeting and recommending the following measures

for the further conservation of species of special concern: \

° Survey the site for herptiles prior to site clearing which will not
occur prior to May 1. Any species found will be replaced at an
undisturbed location. This is another positive feature.
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® Limit re-grading of the southern depressional area . A retaining
wall around this area will be provided which will allow this area to be
maintained more in jts original condition. This is another positive

benefit.
o Within the 0.07 acre areg and 0.25 acres area, the provision of -
habitat cover features will pe placed in consultation with NYSDEC. —

These will consist of Materials considered to be natural in this area ang
objects movable by hand, e.g. rocks, small stumps, small fallen trees, = .-

° Within the 277 ang 278 contours on the site plan in the 0.25
acre area, micro-habitat features will be created as shown on the site
Plan in consultation with NYSDEC. These will be dug out to a depth of .
2 feet. Excess material will either be placed at locations selected in L.
consultation with NYSDEC or will pe removed from the expandeq
management area. This is another positive benefit B
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.'o Dn—ft fencmg with pitfall traps will be established prior to Site "
clearing which will be monitored for one month or untii NYSDEC
advises that the monitoring cease. This is another positive benefit.

The NYSDEC comment letters of November 17, 2008, November 25
2008 and December 13, 2008 focused their comments to discussion of
conservation measures associated with the Eastern Worm Snake and
no other identified species of special concern. Hershberg and
Hershberg has revised the site plan to reflect, as appropriate, the
changes requested by NYSDEC for the further conservation of the
Eastern Worm Snake.
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I believe that all the comments of NYSDEC have been adequately
addressed to the maximum extent practicable, including but not limited
to all the issues raised with regard to the Eastern Worm Snake. | have
discussed other issues in previous communication with members of
the Common Council. The Findings Statement being finalized by
Patrick Jordan, Assistant Corporation Counsel will address these
issues. | request that the Common Council accept this carefully
Prepared and complete Findings Statement and vote to rezone this
property at its meeting on January 5, 2009,
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at your
convenience.
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Enclosure: Site Plan

RN

cc:  Karl E. Parker, NYSDEC, Region 4
Andy Marcuccio, NYSDEC, Region 4
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